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Retesting the Role of the Number of Children in Family Support for the Elderly

Using data from “The 1992 Survey on the System of Support for the Elderly in China” conducted by China Research Center
on Ageing, this study makes a reassment and retest of the existing literature about the impact of the number of children on
familial economic support for the elderly. Weaknesses that may lead to misunderstanding in these research designs are high-
lighted and age of elderly and other variables are added to the new research framework. This article proves that eldery’s age
can influence the proporiion of the elderly supported by their children. A ﬁu]tiple regression analysis which controls for
elderly’s age and other independent variables demonstrates the significant role of the number of children in family support for
the elderly. Impacts of other independent variables on net support provided by children are also examined: Finally, some theo-

retical and methodological problems in studying support by children are discussed.

Guo Zhigang is Director, Professor and Ph. D. , Institute of Population Research, People’s University of Chinay and Zhang
Kaidi is Director and Reseatch Associate, Policy Office, China Research Center on Ageing.



